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ARTIST STATEMENT

“This artistic enquiry seeks to investigate the efficacy of art in reclaiming inner peace amidst global
and inner turmoil and personal climate change. It takes a very tough mind to suppress emotions to
give way to reasoning. Through a critical examination of the intersection of personal and collective
trauma, my work suggests or proposes an alternative reality, ‘Bilanyoni’, as a paradigm for a
peace-driven state of mind, a pursuit of enlightenment, a nirvana of some sort. This thesis

articulates the theoretical framework and artistic methodology underpinning my practice.

The zeitgeist of contemporary society is characterized by pervasive conflict, social unrest, and
economic instability. This tumultuous landscape precipitates a crisis of self, wherein individuals
struggle to maintain urgency and inner peace. In response, my artistic research endeavours to

recenter peace as a guiding force in human consciousness.

Through an iterative process of art-making, reflection, and critique, I have developed a distinctive
visual language. This language, characterised by vibrant colours and abstract forms, motifs, guiding
texts and symbols that aim to capture the viewer’s attention and facilitate introspection. ‘Bilanyoni’,
as an alternative reality, emerges through this artistic catalogue of portals that ushers you into my
virtual dreamland of perfect peace. These Neo-expressive pieces serve as case studies, illustrating
the transformative potential of peace-driven creativity. By abstracting personal experiences of loss
and trauma, I subverts dominant narratives of conflict, to instead propose a counter-narrative of

resilience and hope.

‘Bilanyoni’, as an alternative reality, also offers a paradigm for creative resistance and peace-driven
transformation. Through this research, he contributes to the burgeoning field of peace studies and

art therapy, underscoring the imperative of art in cultivating inner peace above everything else.



BIOGRAPHY

Layziehound Coka was born in Bilanyoni situated in Northern KwaZulu Natal in 1982. Coka
predominantly works with acrylic and charcoal on paper or canvas. Coka’s earlier artistic practice
was influenced by apartheid, an oppressive South African regime of racial segregation that

engendered inequities in housing, education and employment opportunities.

EDUCATION

Layziehound Coka attended a local primary school at Bilanyoni, before moving to Inkamana, a
Catholic High School in Vryheid in 1995. Coka matriculated at Sinethemba Agricultural and
Technical Boys School. Coka then moved to Gauteng in 2001 and started studying engineering in
2003 at Pretoria Technikon, however Coka gave up engineering for fine art in 2005 and later began
studying print making at Newtown’s Artist Proof Studio (APS). He has been working as a

professional artist since graduating from APS in 2007.
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